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Ms Crouse:
Today, we will learn more about living things. Did you know that climate change, pollution and the removal of plants can cause animals of a certain species to become endangered or to die out? 
Student:
What does is mean if an animal is endangered?
Ms Crouse:
If an animal is endangered it means that the animals are in danger of dying out and not existing any more. Can you think of a very popular Chinese animal that used to be endangered?
Student:
Of course! It’s the panda. Pandas used to be endangered, but because of conservation efforts, they have been upgraded from “endangered” to “vulnerable.” Rhinos and African elephants are still endangered. 
Ms Crouse:
Animals can become endangered due to human activity such as poaching, which is the reason why rhinos and elephants are endangered. They are killed for their horns and tusks. 
Student:
What will happen if there are no more rhinos or elephants?   
Ms Crouse:
When there are no more living animals of a specific species left on earth, we say that the animal is extinct.  
Student:
So animals like dinosaurs are extinct, right? 
Ms. Crouse:
Yes, that’s right. There are no more of these animals alive anywhere on earth. When animals go extinct it also affects the food chain. 
Student:
Let’s recap the vocabulary.
Ms. Crouse:
Endangered means that animals are in danger of dying out and not existing any more.
Student:
Extinct means there is no more of a certain type of animal alive anywhere on earth.
Ms Crouse:
Extinction affects the food chain. The food chain is the order in which animals 
eat each other and the plants around them. 
Student:
 That’s all for today. Thanks. 
